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INFO DIA WASHDC 

SECRET BELGRADE 3 193 

NOFORN 

DIA EOR RSS-2 AND AH-4 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL 

SUBJ: EXERCISE BEREZINA 

1. DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN 
RELEASE OE PORTIONS OF A REPORT OF EXERCISE BEREZINA, A SOVIET 
MILITARY EXERCISE HELD IN THE USSR IN FEB 78, TO THE PRC MILITARY 
ATTACHE IN BELGRADE. REPORT WAS COMPILED BY TWO US MILITARY 
OBSERVERS BASED UPON THEIR PERSONAL OBSERVATION OF THE EXERCISE, 
WHICH WAS ALSO WITNESSED BY A NUMBER OF OTHER OBSERVERS EROM CSCE 
SIGNATORY COUNTIRES. PRC MILITARY ATTACHES WERE NOT INVITED. 

SINCE REPORT WAS BASED UPON PERSONAL OBSERVATION, DATT IN 
RESPONSE TO QUERY BY PRC ATTACHE, TOLD HIM HE BELIEVED REPORT COULD 
BE MADE AVAILABLE, BUT WOULD HAVE TO CLEAR IT WITH HEADQUARTERS. 

2. DAO MOSCOW, WHERE REPORT WAS COMPILED, OFEERED NO OBJECTION 
TO RELEASE OF PORTION REQUESTED BY DAO BELGRADE, BUT AS POINTED 
OUT BY DIA, NATIONAL DISCLOSURE POLICY PROHIBITS RELEASE OE 
ANY CLASSIFIED MILITARY INFORMATION TO THE PRC. DIA IS WILLING TO 
REQUEST AN EXCEPTION TO THIS POLICY IF DAO AND EMBASSY RELIEVE 
IT IS WARRANTED. 

SECRET 
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3. EMBASSY STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE REQUEST FOR EXCEPTION. DAO HERE 
HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN ESTABLISHING GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE PRC 
MILITARY ATTACHES; THEY HAVE, FOR EXAMPLE, EXCHANGED FORMAL 
CALLS, REPORTELY THE FIRST INSTANCE OE THIS TYPE WITHIN THE ATTACHE 
STRUCTURE. PRC ATTACHES HAVE PROVIDED SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION, SOME 
OF HIGH VALUE, IN THE PAST. FUTURE POTENTIAL VALUE OF THIS RELATION- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

SHIP WITH PRC ATTACHES IS HIGH, DUE TO STEADY GROWTH IN THE BILATERAL 
CONTACTS BETWEEN YUGOSLAVIA AND PRC. IN ADDITION TO ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITY, PARTY RELATIONSHIP HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. THERE IS 
ALSO INCREASING EVIDENCE OF SOME MILITARY COOPERATION. 

4. OUR CONTACTS IN THE PRC EMBASSY ARE LIMITED, AND WEIGHING THE 
RELEASE OF THESE PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS AGAINST THE ENHANCED 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PRC ATTACHES CONVINCES ME THAT THE EXCEPTION 
TO POLICY IS DEFINITELY JUSTIFIABLE. 

5. REQUEST YOUR COOPERATION WITH DOD IN GRANTING THIS EXCEPTION. 

EAGLEBURGER 


SECRET 


NNN 
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